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The Environment Agency moves the goalposts – you may now have to pay EPR fees! 
 
Along with a number of other Trade Associations we have been liaising with Defra as they moved 
forward with implementation of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). Legislation intended to 
‘make the producer pay’ – for waste collection and recycling of packaging. 
 
Previously it was understood that only manufacturers and importers of paper cups would be liable 
to pay EPR fees. After publication of the Environment Agency’s ‘technical interpretations’ this is 
not the case! 
 
Cups are deemed to be packaging – when they are filled. As a Vending Operator you usually fill the 
cup. So, now, you could be liable to pay EPR fees. Depending on whether you are classed as a 
‘small producer’ or ‘large producer’. 

 
Dependant upon how many cups (and other single-use packaging items) you buy – and sell – you 
must register as a producer, submit regular data and possibly will have to pay EPR fees. 
 
For Operators this applies to all single use packaging, but primarily cups. Whether they carry your 
own brand, no brand, or another brand.   
 
Your responsibilities for all packaging may be different to what is was under the previous 
Packaging Recycling Note (PRN) system. If you have existing PRN compliance agency in place – 
they will be able to provide assistance to manage your EPR liability and reporting. 
 
Use the chart below to provide a guide based on cup volume - to help you work out what to do 
next: 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjn9feq4J-LAxVNZ0EAHf-lEaEQFnoECA8QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnpwd.environment-agency.gov.uk%2FFileDownload.ashx%3FFileId%3D496caed9-763f-487a-b516-031d5ddd7742&usg=AOvVaw0weWh-T1nfTELlMRgo_NCb&opi=89978449
https://clarity.eco/knowledge/packaging-recovery-notes-explained/
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Defra: Extended Producer Responsibility for unfilled single-use disposable packaging 
(Cups, Food Boxes, Plates, Sandwich Boxes, Wrapping) 

 
If your company falls into Category 1 – then you are OK but should keep a track and records of your 
packaging volume. 
 
If you are in Category 2 – then you will need to register and file your data with Defra – 
immediately. More details to see if you are affected, what to do if you are - and how to register, 
can be found HERE. 
 
If you are in Category 3 – you must pay EPR fees on your volume. Details on reporting can be found 
HERE. 
 
We will be hosting an EPR information webinar for operators and suppliers. With expert input 
from compliance agency Valpak. An opportunity for you to ask questions and find out if you 
are liable.  

Monday 10th February @ 1:00pm – register for the webinar HERE 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/extended-producer-responsibility-for-packaging-who-is-affected-and-what-to-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/organisation-details-how-to-create-your-file-for-extended-producer-responsibility-epr-for-packaging/organisation-details-file-specification-for-extended-producer-responsibility
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/8a30e902-8697-4dc0-84b4-32bf69d3addf@a7a14e6d-3bf5-4044-977d-28b8f2c7eafe

