
Technical News 

The Technical Newsletter brought to you by the AVA Technical Committee 

Hello and welcome to the first Technical Committee newsletter. This newsletter has been 
written by the AVA Technical committee and its purpose is to keep technical managers up to 
date with the latest industry events and developments. 

We hope you will find it an interesting read. 

AVA Engineers Training Programme: 

Launched in 2016, the Engineers Training Programme sold out in its first year and achieved a 100% 
completion rate for engineers enrolled on the course. So far over 200 engineers have taken the 
initial electrical questionnaire that is a pre requisite for the course and we look forward to 
welcoming the first 2017 course cohort to Bilston in June.  

Numbers are limited to just 12 people per course so please get in touch with Rosie at head office on 
01494 568963 if you are interested in booking onto a course or require any further information on 
the course content and prices.  

Our 2017 course dates are as follows and we currently still have space available on the June course: 

• 8th & 9th June 2017
• 13th & 14th July 2017
• 14th & 15th September 2017

Changes in the chiller: 

The gases used in most vending chillers, R134a and R404a, will be banned in Europe in 2022, and all 
new chillers sold from then on will have to use a low global warming potential (GWP) gas.  

2022 may seem like a long way off but with the market changing so rapidly it is important to plan 
ahead.  The price of R404a, used in some larger glass fronted vendors, has risen by over 60% this 
year and the price of R134a, the gas used in most chillers, has risen by 20%.   

There is an ongoing debate about which direction the industry will take, the options being low GWP 
HFCs like R1234yf, carbon dioxide and hydrocarbons.  The major players seem to have decided that 
they will not use HFCs and are working on developing both carbon dioxide and hydrocarbon 
(propane or butane) chillers.  Both have their disadvantages: carbon dioxide requires very high 
pressures and hydrocarbons are explosive in certain mixtures with air, however closed front can 
machines using both gases are already in production.   

We will keep you updated on all developments moving forward. 



Pressure Systems Regulations: 

Many operators have coffee machines as part of their offering and manufacturers have long been 
developing machines that give higher and higher quality. A part of this development has been the 
use of steam to foam the milk, however the use of steam brings the machine into the sphere of the 
Pressure Systems Safety Regulations.  These regulations can appear onerous, so the committee has 
produced guidance to help operators to understand their responsibilities and to know what actions 
they need to take to comply with the regulations.   

You can find this guidance on the members-only part of the AVA website. 

Many thanks for reading, if you have any technical news that you feel should be included in 
the next newsletter then please let us know. 

Thanks, 

The AVA Technical Committee 

http://the-ava.com/members/



