
  

Automatic Vending Association 
Concept House, Cromwell Office Park, York Road, Wetherby, LEEDS LS22 7SU 

the-ava.com 

AVA Technical Committee Newsletter: No 3 

Welcome to our third technical committee newsletter, written by the AVA technical committee specifically 

for technical managers in the industry.  We hope you will find it interesting.  We would appreciate any 

comments or suggestions for future newsletters.  

 

PAT Tests 

 

A recent court judgement has illustrated two matters that the industry 

needs to consider in connection with PA Tests.  Vending machines need 

to be tested at appropriate intervals.  The official guidance is not clear 

about whether the responsibility is that of the site or the operator.  

However, the judgement suggests that the operating company should 

carry out a PA Test at least annually, or if any work on the electrical 

system is carried out, if only to ensure their own staff are not put at 

risk.  In addition it should be made clear in any contract which 

organisation is responsible for the annual test.  The latest AVA 

guidance document on electrical testing includes these issues and is on 

the members’ only section of the AVA website. 

Fire 

It is good practice to ensure cups and any other flammable materials – paperwork 

etc. are not stored in the machine as they might contribute to a fire risk.  While 

the industry is aware that this is very rare, a recent case has shown that this may 

be taken as an example of poor practice that could have contributed to the 

development of the fire. 

Engineers’ training programme 

The AVA electrical training for engineers programme has now 

seen 214 engineers take the initial questionnaire and 92 have 

attended the courses so far.  So far this year the AVA has run 

two basic electricity skills courses and the participants are 

now working through the portfolio of units of on the job 

training.  The feedback from those attending the course and 

their managers has been overwhelmingly positive.  In 

response to requests from members the number of locations 

at which the course can be delivered has been increased to 

four: in the South, South West, Midlands and Southern 

Scotland, but the course can be provided at any location if 
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there are sufficient participants.  The next course for which space is available is scheduled for September 

2018.  Overall in 2018 one advanced course and two more basic courses are planned.  Numbers on each 

course are limited to just 12 so contact the office now. 

 

Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 

Coffee machines that use steam to heat the milk are covered by the 

Pressure Systems Safety Regulations.  This has a number of 

implications and the AVA has published a guide to the Regulation 

which is available on the members’ only section of the website. 

One of the requirements of the Regulations is that the steam 

system has to be examined regularly by a competent person.  In 

outline there are three ways of doing this in compliance with the 

Regulations – employing a specialist company, using an insurance 

company or doing the job yourself.  

Generally someone is considered competent if they have the 

knowledge, skills and experience necessary to do the job.  Your 

company could train a suitably experienced person to become your 

competent person but you would have to ensure that they had the 

authority to be independent in their judgements.  An alternative is to have one of your experienced 

engineers trained to inspect machines but to have an external company review the inspection reports and 

act as the competent person.  If you do appoint such a company to carry out the responsibilities of a 

competent person, paragraph 36 of the HSE guidance to the Regulations recommends they are accredited 

to BS EN ISO IEC 17020:2012.  The technical committee is aware of just one company in the UK offering this 

service – CoffeeSafe in Yorkshire (www.coffeesafe.com). 

 

Recycling cups 

The AVA has had a meeting with DEFRA to ensure that any proposals 

for reducing the number of cups being sent to landfill do not make life 

difficult for vending.  The AVA provided information on the size of the 

industry, the roles of the different cup types in the industry and the 

experience of recovery and recycling since the beginning of Save-a-cup 

in 1992.  It is likely that there will be no announcement on the 

suggested Latté Levy until the Government unveils its Resource and 

Waste Strategy in the Autumn.  The AVA has established a good 

contact with DEFRA and will be keeping in contact as the recovery and 

recycling agenda develops.  However, it is clear that this is going to be 

an important matter and operators would be well advised to consider 

how they can help their clients recover and recycle their cups.  
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Chemicals in coffee 

The scientific community has been aware for some years that baked and roasted foods, including coffee 

(both instant and freshbrew), contains a chemical called acrylamide, which is considered to be a probable 

cause of cancer.  The chemical was first identified in bread, crisps and a whole range of baked and roasted 

products about 20 years ago.  The EU has been trying to identify what level of risk this chemical actually 

poses to health and has now concluded that the amount of 

acrylamide in products should be limited and has set 

benchmark levels for different product groups.  As far as coffee 

is concerned, roasters will be required to comply with good 

practice and will have to analyse samples of coffee on a regular 

basis to show that the amount of acrylamide complies with the 

Regulation.  The requirements in terms of testing for smaller 

companies are likely to be less onerous than those for large 

companies.  The AVA is working with the British Coffee 

Association to encourage the Government to set definition of 

smaller companies at a level that would include members who 

roast less than 100 tonnes of coffee a year.   
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