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Technical committee technical newsletter 

Welcome to our fifth technical committee newsletter, written by the AVA technical committee specifically for 

technical managers in the industry.  We hope you will find it interesting.  We would appreciate any comments or 

suggestions for items to be covered in future newsletters.  

 

Traceability 

The Food Standards Agency has reissued its guidance on traceability.  It 

reinforces that fact the food businesses, which includes vending, must 

have a traceability policy and must be able to withdraw product if 

necessary.  This may be as simple as withdrawing all the affected brands 

from every machine in which it is stocked. 

 

 

Refrigerant gasses 

Just to remind you that the prohibitions on the use of particular gasses 

resulting from the F-gas Regulations will come into force in 2020, at which 

point R404a will be not be permitted as a refrigerant in new chillers.  Then 

from 1st January 2022 R134a will not be permitted in new chillers although 

it will be permitted to use existing stocks to refill existing R134a chillers.  

The length of time you can continue to do this will obviously depend on 

the stocks your service company holds of R134a.   However, it will not be 

possible for that company to legally buy more R134a after 1st January 

2022. 

The situation for replacements is becoming clearer and the most likely 

replacement for R134a is a hydrocarbon.  Unlike R134a, hydrocarbons 

have a tendency to catch fire so the entire vending machine will have to 

be designed to eliminate the risk of any gas that leaks from a chiller getting inside the chilled cabinet.  As things 

stand, there is no drop-in replacement for R134a; when the R134a runs out, if a chiller fails, the chiller unit may 

have to be replaced. 

It is possible that, at the last moment, a white knight will come charging over the hill with a blend of gasses which 

could be used as a drop in, but any such mixture will be a lot more expensive than R134a.    

So, now is the time to consider your policy for chilled cabinets.  You can always do nothing and hope for the best 

but, on this occasion, which might not be the best policy. 
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Packaging 

You might think that the Packaging Waste Regulations don’t 

apply to you because they only impact large businesses.  You 

might be surprised.  The Regulations apply to companies 

providing more than 50 tonnes of packaging to end users and 

with a turnover of more than £2million.  If you are selling 

through operating more than 200,000 plastic cups or more than 

100,000 paper cups a week you are certainly over the 50 tonne 

limit excluding all the cans, bottles, cardboard and ingredient 

packaging you are selling.  Fines for not registering can be severe 

so it might be a good idea to do a rough calculation now just to 

check if you should register.  Just ask if you need help.  

 

 

Recycling 

Recycling is still high on the political agenda, with the four Government Consultations now published, the pressure 

on industry is even greater to show that it is listening and actively encouraging recycling.  Whatever people may 

say, composting is not recycling and selling compostable cups is not the answer.  The way to promote recycling is 

to encourage clients to ask their waste handling company to collect the cups separately or to get them to sign up 

to a specific collection scheme.  Cups collected as part of mixed dry waste will not be recycled.  At best they will be 

burnt.   

Many companies are also looking at what happens at head 

office.  We know of companies using the Veolia collection 

box, when used cups are posted back for recycling - Simply 

Cups operate a similar scheme.  Other members have 

decided to provide all office staff with a reusable cup.  Do 

remember that all the high street coffee shop brands will 

take back any used paper cups, so there are over 4,500 

collection points across the country.  The Bring-Banks that 

accept drink cartons also accept paper cups so there are 

many options for even small numbers of cups.  Do let the 

AVA office know what you are doing. 

But recycling is not just about cups.  It is important to 

ensure that paper and card are recycled, filters are 

recycled wherever possible, and machines are reprocessed by specialist WEEE processors.  The recent DEFRA 

strategy document on waste and resources notes that the Government Greening Commitments require Ministries 

to consider sustainability when placing contracts so it is worth emphasising your efforts in tender documents. 
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Deposit Return Scheme  

 

The Scottish Government has decided to introduce a Deposit Return 

Scheme.  The announcement of details is imminent.  Defra have issued 

their own Consultation for a DRS scheme in England and Wales, and are 

working closely with the Scottish Government with a view to a consistent 

scheme across the UK.  The AVA has been closely involved in discussions 

with the Treasury and Defra to ensure that any scheme will not impose 

unnecessary burdens on the industry and will be responding to the 

consultation. 

 

Government Consultations 

 

There are four Government Consolation now published; these cover 

Extended Producer Responsibility, Deposit Return Schemes, Consistent 

Waste Collections and Management, and a tax on Single Use Plastics. 

The AVA will be issuing guidance on all four, and would urge all 

business to respond individually. The closing date for all responses is 

May 13th. 

 

 

Energy consumption 

The draft EU Regulation on the energy consumption of chilled 

food machines will be published at the end of January, with the 

presumption that it will become law at the end of April.  The 

EVA has issued a formal notice reminding companies that they 

should not be using ratings according to the old EVA EMP.  They 

will be publicising the new Regulations and the standard for 

measuring the energy consumption of chilled vending machines 

(BS EN 50597) in the Spring. 
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Better choices of snacks 

The British Dietetic Association – the body representing dietitians in the UK – has prepared some guidance to help 

you respond to requests for “healthier” products.  This guidance has been agreed with Public Health England so it 

has authority.   

 

It is available on the Members Area of the AVA Website: https://www.the-ava.com/members/vending-lower-

sugar-salt-fat-calorie-products/ 

 

The BDA has also published a programme that demonstrates the benefits of proper hydration to the efficiency of 

office staff.  It makes the point that tea and coffee are good sources of hydration.    

 

A fact sheet is available from https://www.bda.uk.com/foodfacts/fluid_water_drinks and a specific pack for 

workplaces keen to improve hydration via health promotion is available on https://www.bdaworkready.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2016/07/BDA-WR-Hydration-Toolkit-A5-2PP-Order-Form_EDITABLE-2.pdf  
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