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Technical committee technical newsletter 

Welcome to technical committee newsletter number 6, written by the AVA technical committee specifically 

for technical managers in the industry.  We hope you will find it interesting.  We would appreciate any 

comments or suggestions for items to be covered in future newsletters.  

AVA Live  

AVA live will provide the opportunity to meet members of the technical 

committee and discuss technical issues.  There will be a series of 

presentations during the day on: 

 The AVA engineers training programme 

 The Packaging Waste Regulations 

 The F Gas Regulations 

 Card Payment systems 

 And the new Regulations on energy consumption of chilled 

vending machines 

 

Packaging 

You might think that the Packaging Waste Regulations don’t apply to you because they only impact large 

businesses.  You might be surprised.  The Regulations apply to companies providing more than 50 tonnes of 

packaging to end users and with a turnover of more than £2 

million.  If the Regulations apply to you, you have to register.  If you 

do not register and are identified, you will be prosecuted and fined.  

It does not matter how many good things you are doing, if you 

should register and don’t, you are in breach of the law.  The 

Environment Agency can pursue you for money you have avoided 

paying, back to the point where your turnover passed £2 million. 

If you are over the 50 tonnes, then you have to register; either 

directly with the relevant environment agency (there are three 

separate environment agencies; the Environment Agency for 

England and Wales, SEPA for Scotland and NIEA for Northern 

Ireland) or through a compliance scheme.  There are many 

compliance schemes and the register of schemes can be found at this link http://npwd.environment-

agency.gov.uk/publicRegisterSchemes.aspx.  The easiest option is probably to use a compliance 

scheme.  Individual members of the AVA have already registered with schemes including Valpak, 

Wastepack and Biffpack.  The schemes can help with everything from the initial calculation to see if you 

need to register, completing the forms for initial registration, to identifying the ongoing costs and 

obligations.  Registration costs between £345 and £562. 

If you need to comply then you will have to demonstrate how you are meeting your obligations to recycle 

http://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/publicRegisterSchemes.aspx
http://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/publicRegisterSchemes.aspx
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packaging, either by having the recycling notes from the organisation collecting your packaging or by 

purchasing the necessary notes through a scheme.  

The Engineers’ training programme 

In response to feed back on the portfolio of 

on-the-job training, this is currently being 

modified to make it simpler in terms of 

administration.  The revised portfolio will be 

available in the Autumn.  So far 136 engineers 

have passed the basic course which makes this 

the largest training programme ever for the 

vending industry in the UK. 

   

 

Refrigerant gasses 

Just to remind you that the prohibitions on the use of R134a in new chillers 

come into force on January 1 2022, which is only just over two years away.  

If you have questions on the implications of this prohibition do come to talk 

to the committee at AVA Live. 

 

 

Energy labelling 

The EVA has withdrawn the EVA EMP for chilled cabinets now that the Ecodesign and Ecolabelling 

Regulations for these machines are in the final stages of discussion before being introduced.  The current 

draft of the Regulations indicate that the new EU label 

will have to be applied from March 2021.  At that time 

manufacturers will have to register the energy 

consumption measured according to the new 

standard (EN 50597:2018).  The rules that cover the 

introduction of new Ecodesign Regulations mean that 

no current machine can be rated higher than C and 

that nothing below a G will be permitted to be sold.  

The maximum energy consumption will be reduced 

from 2023. 

The Regulation has changed since the last draft we saw and unfortunately drum machines are now included 

but they only have to meet the highest permitted energy consumption and it is accepted that they will not 

be able to be improved with time.   
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Government Consultations 

The four Government Consultations have been published; these cover Extended Producer Responsibility, 

Deposit Return Schemes, Consistent Domestic and Business Waste Collections and Management, and 

proposals for a tax on Single Use Plastics. The AVA will be responding to all four and will be encouraging 

individual members to respond as well.   

The overall strategy document “Our waste, our resources: A strategy for England” from DEFRA is available 

at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/res

ources-and-waste-strategy-for-england 

 

The consultation on the plastics tax is from the 

Treasury, and is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pl

astic-packaging-tax 

 

While the other consultations are from DEFRA and 

are available at: 

Household & Business Waste: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/w

aste-and-recycling-making-recycling-collections-consistent-in-england 

Deposit Return Scheme: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/introducing-a-deposit-return-

scheme-drs-for-drinks-containers-bottles-and-cans 

PRN Reform: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/packaging-waste-changing-the-uk-producer-

responsibility-system-for-packaging-waste 

 

The closing date for all responses is May 13th. 
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