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Respondent Information Form

Please Note this form must be completed and returned with your response.
To find out how we handle your personal data, please see our privacy policy: https://www.gov.scot/privacy/ 

Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?  
|_|	Individual
|_|	Organisation
Full name or organisation’s nameAdd your name/company name here


+44 (0) XXXX XXXXXXX

Phone number 
Address XXXXXXX
XXXXXXX

Postcode 
XXXXXXX@xxxxxxx

Email Address
Information for organisations:
The option 'Publish response only (without name)’ is available for individual respondents only. If this option is selected, the organisation name will still be published. 
If you choose the option 'Do not publish response', your organisation name may still be listed as having responded to the consultation in, for example, the analysis report.


The Scottish Government would like your 
permission to publish your consultation 
response. Please indicate your publishing 
preference:

|X|	Publish response with name
|_|	Publish response only (without name) 
|_|	Do not publish response
We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?
|X|	Yes
|_|	No

Questionnaire

Question 1
What would you consider a reasonable minimum price for a single-use disposable beverage cup, which is visible and separate to the price of the drink, to meet the aims of the scheme: to reduce the use of these items towards reusable alternatives?
|_|	a) £0.20
|_|	b) £0.25
|_|	c) £0.30
|_|	d) £0.40 
|_|	e) £0.50
|_|	f) Other amount (please specify)
I do not support the introduction of a charge at any level





|_|  g. I don’t know 

Question 2
Please provide reasons for your answer to question 1. We would be interested in knowing your views on what price per cup would encourage behaviour change.

We support the aims and objectives of the Scottish Government in seeking to develop a fully circular economy. We also welcome the creation of a circular economy strategy, the introduction of targets, a focus on household waste and recycling and civil penalties for littering. However, we strongly feel that the introduction of levies and taxes on single use packaging are not fair, proportionate or reasonable. They will create an additional layer of burdens for business and will be counterproductive resulting in a range of unintended consequences.

We do not agree the proposed introduction of levies and taxes on single use packaging to be complimentary to the Extended Producer Responsibility proposals for Mandatory Paper Cup Takeback. We are gravely concerned that this will bring forward a double charging to industry contrary to government position previously advised. As well as potentially disrupting the introduction of cup takeback schemes and adding additional costs to both businesses and consumers, it will add confusion to both End Users and consumers over what, where, when and how to recycle. In environments where convenience, availability and hygiene are key, then it will be impractical to expect consumers to provide their own re-usable cups in all situations.

This applies particularly in vending where 66% of the workplace Hot Beverage machines are on ‘free vend’ to employees/customers (AVA 2023 Census & Market Report). The equipment has no payment system, so there is no actual facility to charge the consumer per cup used. Where there is a charge for a vended beverage, the average retail price across the industry is 47p. The proposed cup charge would have a significant negative impact on machine throughput, profitability and thus viability of the whole industry. The impact in vending and automated retail would be disproportionate. To this end, vended cups must be exempt from any charge.

Additionally, over 90% of all hot beverage equipment can be set to sense if the customer is using their own cup. If it is the correct size to fit. As so many machines are in workplace the option is there for people to use their own cups.

Question 3
[bookmark: _Int_C1K84liF]Alternatively, Scottish Ministers could require suppliers to charge in regulations but leave it up to suppliers to choose the price they charge for a single-use beverage cup. This approach would be supported by guidance provided by the Scottish Government. This is similar to the approach that taken in the Netherlands. Do you prefer this approach?
|_|	yes
|X|	no
|_|	I don’t know

Question 4
Please provide reasons for your answer to question 3.

We do not support the introduction of a charge at any level. The introduction of a charge will have significant negative impact on all business serving drinks in single use cups as shown in Question 2.

Question 5
Do you agree the proposed exemption for single-use cups sold in schools is appropriate?
|X|	yes
|_|	no
|_|	I don’t know

Question 6
Do you agree the proposed exemption for drinks sold from vending machines is appropriate? 
|X|	yes
|_|	no
|_|	I don’t know

Question 7
Do you agree the proposed exemption for settings where a reusable cup is not practical is appropriate? 
|X|	yes
|_|	no
|_|	I don’t know 

Question 8
Do you think there should be other exemptions? Please provide as much detail and evidence as you can. No answer

Question 9
Where do you believe the funds generated from the charge should be directed? 
|_|	a) to the advancement of environmental protection or improvement or for a similar    purpose
|_|   b) in line with the single use carrier bag charge – retained by business and encouraged to be donated to good causes on a voluntary basis 
|_|	c) collected by local or national government
|_|	d) I don’t know
|X|	e) other, please provide as much detail as possible. 

Please provide any information in support to your answer to question 9.
Despite our objection to the proposal for cup charging – before implementation and proving of mandatory cup takeback model – any form of centralised collection of a cup tax (for that is what it would be) would be a totally inappropriate and unnecessary administrative burden - and ultimately cost – which would be passed on to consumers.

Question 10
[bookmark: _Hlk174711788](Please only answer this question if you are a supplier of single-use disposable cups)
To what extent do you agree with the recording requirements as set out within the consultation document?
 
|_|	a) Strongly agree  
|_|	b) Agree
|_|	c) Neither agree or disagree
|_|	d) Disagree
|X|	e) Strongly disagree

Please provide any information in support to your answer to question 10.

The Proposed data collection, recording and reporting will impose significant additional demands and obligations on business that will also be required to report data to Defra under the terms of Mandatory Paper Cup Take Back. The doubling up of reporting requirements will pose a significant burden and cost, to small and independent business, which are less able to manage the resource required. The impact of the reporting and its associated costs will necessarily be passed on to the final customer.

Question 11
To what extent do you agree with the enforcement regime as set out within the consultation document? 
|_|	a) Strongly agree  
|_|	b) Agree
|_|	c) Neither agree or disagree
|X|	d) Disagree
|_|	e) Strongly disagree

Please provide any information in support to your answer to question 11.We disagree with implementation of a cup charge therefore have not answered this question.


Question 12
(Please only answer this question if you are a supplier of single-use disposable cups)
 What are the challenges you face to introducing the charge? 

We disagree with implementation of a cup charge, in part because of the practical implications. Almost two thirds of beverage equipment is Free Vend to the consumer/employee, so there is no mechanism within the equipment to charge at point of dispense.


Question 13
(Please only answer this question if you are a supplier of single-use disposable cups)
How much time do you think it would take for your business to prepare to implement the charge? Please provide reasons for your answer. 

|_|	a) within a couple of weeks
|_|   b) one month
|_|	c) two to three months
|_|	d) upwards of six monthsWe disagree with implementation of a cup charge therefore have not answered this question.


Question 14
(Please only answer this question if you are a supplier of single-use disposable cups) What could the Scottish Government do to assist in helping your business implement the charge?  
We disagree with implementation of a cup charge therefore have not answered this question.











Question 15
Please provide any further information or evidence that should be considered in the accompanying interim Equalities Impact Assessment.
No answer





Question 16
Please provide any further information or evidence that should be considered in the accompanying interim Fairer Scotland Assessment.
No answer








Question 17
Please provide any further information or evidence that should be considered in the accompanying interim Island Communities Impact Assessment.No answer



Question 18
Please provide any further information or evidence that should be considered in the accompanying interim Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment.We disagree with implementation of a cup charge therefore have not answered this question.



Question 19
Please provide any further information or evidence that should be considered in the accompanying interim Strategic Environmental Assessment.

We disagree with implementation of a cup charge therefore have not answered this question.
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